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maid servants in the town who may return to the
village upon marriage. It appears to me that the
relation between the town people and the villagers is
mainly of an economic nature. It may, for example,
be the relation between landlord and tenant, which
under the present system of land tenure, is impersonal.
More intimate relations are found between the master
and the servant who temporarily wTorks in the town ;
but on the whole, the social relation between townsmen
and villagers is not strong enough to maintain a system
of mutual allowance or the financial aid society. When
the villagers need external financial help, they usually
resort to the system of rice-lending and usury.
Deficiency of food supply is extraordinary in a
village where rice is the staple produce. It is a result
of the decline 8of price of rural produce. To receive
the same money income as formerly, the- amount of
output must be increased. As a result, the rice reserve
of the villagers is sometimes exhausted before the new
rice is ready. In this connection the agent boat plays
an important function in the village economy*
The villagers sell their rice to the town collectors
through the agent boat* The collector deals with the
agent, not with the real producers. To secure a
constant supply, especially against the competition of
the town market, the collector must maintain good
relations with the agent, On the other hand, the
agent is indispensable to the producers, They rely
upon him for selling and buying* These relations
•enable the agent to bring the collector and the villagers
into financial relationship in case of need.
The agent will ask the collector on behalf of his
clients to lend rice and he will guarantee the return
when the new rice comes to market. His guarantee

